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Humans of Fontbonne has become an outlet for students, faculty, staff and visitors to
our campus to learn about tolerance for one another. The first Humans of Fontbonne
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interview that I did allowed people to learn about some possibly unknown faces. Even
though our campus is very small, there is always someone you do not know. Writing
these articles and getting to know these people at Fontbonne has been a pleasure for
me. Once I interview someone for this project, I always have a heartwarming feeling
when I see them later on campus. They allowed themselves to open up to me on a
personal level and allowed me to share their stories online. That is something that I
will always treasure, and I think that you, the reader, should too.

Melissa Eichhorn
“How are you really doing today?”
“Fine! Fine.”
“What did you want to be when you were growing up and why?”
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“I thought about being a travel agent because I just wanted to travel around.”
“Have you been traveling around the world? Have you been to different countries?”
“Let’s see, I have been through the Caribbean. I have been to a French island called St.
Barths. Other than that, my dream place to go is Italy. I want to be there before I turn
sixty. It’s on my bucket list!”
“What’s the one thing you have to do in Italy?”
“I need to go to Sicily. I also want to go to a small town outside Palermo where my dad’s
family was from. That was the one place he wanted to go to before he passed away.”
“Who has influenced you the most in your life?”
“My father, was a big, strong family man. Family always came first. That’s what I try to
hold onto with my kids and my family. We all get along. We are just one big family here
now. I call my work study kids ‘my kids.’”
“What was the most unique thing about your father?”
“There’s so many. Wow. He was funny. I don’t want to cry, but he passed away after he
turned ninety-one, at that time he was still like ‘with it.’ He still drove, my mom was a
little weak and had some issues, but my father took care of her. So it always went back
to family. He still liked to always go out and have a good time.”
“If you could give one piece of advice to a large group of people, what would it be?”
“Follow your dreams! If there is something you want to do, find a way to do it. It’s not
always about money. Enjoy your friendships. Don’t be older and think ‘I should’ve done
this differently.’”
“Do you think you’ve reached your dreams?”
“Some of them. I’m going to get to Italy someday! I have two great girls and I have loved
how they have turned out. I’m very close with my family. They are my heart.”
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Macy and Janette
“How old are you Macy?”
[holds up three fingers]
“Three?”
“Uh-huh.”
“What’s your favorite color?”
“Pink and purple!”
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“What do you want to be when you grow up?”
“A rocket scientist.”
“What will you do when you are a rocket scientist?”
“Maybe I want to make the rockets.”
“What color will the rockets be?”
“Pink.”
“What is your favorite thing to do at school?”
“I like to play in the sand.”
“Do you have friends at school? What is your best friend’s name?”
“Yes, Autumn.”
“What do you like most about her?”
[silence]
“How much do you love your grandma (Janette)?”
“I love her this much!” [extends arms out]
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Patrcia Etter
“How are you really doing today? A lot of people just ask ‘how are you doing,’ but I
genuinely want to know how you are today.”
“I’m great, thanks for asking!”
“What did you want to be growing up and why?”
“A professional dancer.”
“Who’s influenced you the most in your life and why?”
“My parents.”
“What did they want for you most in life?”
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“They wanted me to grow up to be a good person, to be charitable, and to be a kind
person. Both of them are deceased.”
“If you could give one piece of advice to a large group of people, what would it be?”
“I want each person to treat another as they would want to be treated.”

Ben Wedi
“How are you really doing today?”
“I’m doing great! It’s snowing and it’s beautiful here.”
“What did you want to be when you were growing up and why?”
“I actually wanted to be a soccer player. I enjoy playing and everyone in my family plays
soccer. Soccer is a big deal where I am from, which is Congo.”
“Have you been back to Congo recently?”
“No, it’s really expensive to go back.”
https://griffinroar.com/2018/12/03/humans-of-fontbonne-series-2/
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“When do you see yourself going back to Congo?”
“Maybe after I graduate I will go back. Maybe after I get a job.”
“What do you miss most about Congo?”
“I miss my other family, the food, the people in general.”
“What’s the biggest difference from here and ‘home home’?”
“You have more opportunities here. The lifestyle is different.”
“What has been your experience at Fontbonne?”
“I like it here, it is nice. It is very small and the people here are nice. I’m looking forward
to the next couple of years being here.”
“Do you think it is your end goal to be a soccer player?”
[laughs] “No, it was just a childhood dream. You have to be really good to be a soccer
player. You have to be really cut.”
“What is your new dream now?”
“I want a good job and to be able to help my family back in Congo.”
“Who has influenced you the most in your life?”
“My cousin’s name is Junior, he is really good at soccer and he is really smart. I always
wanted to be like him. My sister who lives here, she is a hard worker. She has kids and
a husband and she’s getting her Master’s next month.”
“If you could give one piece of advice to a large group of people what would it be?”
“Work hard and just be you.”
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“Lastly, what has been the hardest part of your life so far?”
“I just want to fit in. Sometimes I feel like I don’t fit in.”
“You think you don’t fit in at Fontbonne or in general?”
“In general.”
“Do you think there are other people at Fontbonne who feel the same way as you
do?”
“Yes definitely. Sometimes it’s deciding ‘I want to be with this group.’ Maybe you don’t
like the same things in that group. Sometimes you just feel like you don’t fit in. I’ve
always been shy, I’ve tried to hide it a little bit more though.”

I hope you’ve enjoyed reading these Humans of Fontbonne stories as much as I have
enjoyed writing them. Some of the interviewees struggled to answer questions, became
a bit teary-eyed, or lit up when talking about their loved ones. I didn’t think that writing
these stories would bring me as much joy as they have. While I was conducting these
interviews/conversations, I was going through some personal issues that came up
unexpectedly. This was an outlet for me as a writer to not worry about my issues and
just listen to someone else for a moment. I think in a way, the interviewees took a
similar break from their hectic day to sit down with me. Everyone is looking for a way
to be heard amidst personal, everyday issues that just happen. People sometimes just
want someone to listen to what they have to say. You can’t plan for how your day is
going to go, but I think you can always plan for a little kindness to be spread to one
another.
SHARE THIS!
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If you’re someone who’s familiar with the rapidly growing zero waste movement, then
you’re aware that it goes far beyond simply recycling. If you’re not familiar with the
movement, Going Zero Waste gives a simple definition and breakdown of why it’s so
important. The whole point of zero waste is to reduce the amount of junk we humans
produce and clutter the Earth with. When you think about how much trash each
human creates on a daily basis, it can seem almost impossible to reduce that amount
in a significant way. However, there are many things you can do in your everyday
routine to help contribute to producing less waste and helping the environment. There
are products you can buy that are environmentally friendly or daily habits that you can
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change. As a college student, it might seem even more impossible to join the zero waste
movement when you factor in school, work, and whatever other activities you have to
contribute your time to. However, that isn’t the case. Even college students can do their
part in helping to reduce the amount of waste being created. Here are a few tips on how
to incorporate zero waste living into your busy college life.
Shop secondhand when you can – As college students, money can sometimes be an
issue. So, when shopping for clothes we often tend to go for the cheapest thing possible.
Unfortunately, the cheapest things are almost always fast fashion. Fast fashion can be
defined as trendy items, copied from the runway that are sold for cheap prices at retail
stores. Not only is fast fashion terrible for the environment because of how much waste
the industry creates, it’s also created unethically in most places. You can read here for
more information on the negative impacts of fast fashion. Not only is shopping second
hand great for the environment, it’s great for your wallet since you can usually find
great vintage items for half the price or lower. Another way to shop secondhand is
when it comes to furniture. If you’re a college student buying used furniture can be
more affordable than buying it new. Thrift stores are a great option for secondhand
shopping. Most of the stuff at thrift stores is cheaper than buying new items and you’re
contributing to less waste by buying something used
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Carry your own utensils – This tip might seem like a hassle, but when you think about
the amount of people that carry around their own water bottles, it’s actually doable.
Although plastic forks, straws, and Styrofoam to-go boxes are a great convenience to
everyone, they are a huge contributor to the massive amounts of waste. An easy way to
help reduce this waste is to carry your own supplies. Stores now sell utensil sets
specifically for people to carry with them so that they don’t have to use plastic ones. You
could also purchase metal straws to use instead of plastic ones that end up in the ocean
(the turtles without straws in their noses will thank you). Some colleges, like
Washington University have completely stopped selling bottled water. However, if you’re
school isn’t that advanced yet, most college bookstores sell water bottles and coffee
cups, consider purchasing one of those to carry your beverages.
Buy in bulk – Most college students love food, especially snacks. However, most snack
packages contribute to our massive waste pile and end up in landfills. A great way to
stop that is to buy food in bulk when you can. Most stores that offer bulk shopping sell
the items unpacked. They can be found in large bins with spoons to help you scoop the
https://griffinroar.com/2018/12/05/tips-for-practicing-zero-waste-in-college/
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food out. Most places provide bags for you to use, while others allow you to bring your
own bags. Buying in bulk reduces the amount of extra packaging you put in the trash.
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Rethink the way you pack for move-in day – Recycling is always a great way to help
the environment and contribute to the zero-waste movement. As a college student a
great way to recycle is to reuse old boxes during move-in. This is an alternative to
buying those large plastic bins that aren’t easily recycled like cardboard. Another zero
waste way to pack is to skip the bubble wrap or packing paper. Instead, wrap your
fragile items in the towels, bedding, and clothes that you plan to bring with you.
Skip the freebies – Freebies like cups or shirts can seem like a great idea when you’re a
broke college student. Companies often will create free things like hats to pass out at
events on even on some campuses to advertise, knowing that college students will take
it simply because it’s free. But how often are you going to rock a shirt promoting car
insurance? Next time you’re approached by someone with a free item, consider first if
you actually need it.
Practicing zero waste may seem like something that isn’t possible during your time in
college, but as you can see there are many ways to contribute to zero waste movement
while pursuing a degree. They can be small things like refusing items you don’t need;
items that will just end up being thrown out. Or they can be tasks that require more
consideration like being mindful of the things you purchase and the amount of waste
those items will produce. However, practicing zero waste in college is doable and it’s a
great way to help better the planet on a regular basis.
SHARE THIS!
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I'm a senior and a Professional Writing major. I most enjoy writing about others,
as well as giving helpful advice.
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In California the forest fire is a familiar natural disaster that any local resident can tell
you about in all its horror. In recent years, parts of the state have suffered damage from
these fires, with many properties destroyed or left beyond recognition. To name one
example of how dangerous these fires can truly be, in 2015 10.1 million acres were
burned in a huge blaze, ruining many lives and private property in under a week.
The largest fire that broke out this year, dubbed by many as the “Camp Fire” is also
considered to be one of the biggest and deadliest that the state has ever seen. Several
celebrity homes, such as those of Miley Cyrus and Neil Young have been completely
destroyed. The same can be said for the houses of private citizens, as some residents in
the affected areas have lost practically everything to the blaze.
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Much of the damage and controversy from the forest fires have also come from more
than just the heat itself. Throughout most of September this year, a huge section of the
state had been suffering from air pollution, though that problem appears to have
diminished somewhat as the blazes were taken under control and extinguished.
President Donald J. Trump has also tweeted about the disaster and has made claims of
mismanagement which has caused the fire to take place, much to the ire of firefighters
everywhere.
Many relief efforts have been set up in order to aid the victims of the blaze along with
the firefighters who are working tirelessly to stop the blaze. For example, Apple has set
up a donation center to collect money for the Red Cross. Numerous websites have also
been set up to help collect money for those in need, though the legitimacy of some sites
are questionable as unfortunately some scammers have been known to take advantage
of tragedies such as this for their own personal gain. So please investigate such
donation options thoroughly before pledging your funds.
Update – November 26, 2018
Much progress has been made with the forest fires and the efforts to contain them. As
of yesterday the blaze has been fully contained by the hard working firefighters after
the death toll has risen to 82 civilians and 6 firefighters.
SHARE THIS!
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Music is everywhere and there is no doubt about it. Today’s artists either come up with
the help of a label or on their own. On their own? How is that possible? SoundCloud and
Spinrilla are just a couple of ways. These music apps continue to be on the rise.
Soundcloud has birthed many rap careers. For many artists, SoundCloud is the first step
to fame and fortune.
SoundCloud is a part of the new age of rap/hip hop. Eminem, Snoop Dogg, 50 Cent,
Hurricane Chris and Lil Wayne are some of the older rappers that did not have the
opportunity that today’s rappers like Lil Yachty, 21 Savage, and Trippie Redd have had
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with SoundCloud. Without SoundCloud we may have never have gotten the chance to
hear the music that we hear now. Let’s take a look at some these rappers’ beginnings
and their journey to where they are now.

Trippie Redd
Michael Lamar White IV, better known as Trippie
Redd, is a young kid who thrives on positivity. It is
clear that he has made a name for himself through
the help of SoundCloud. Having (as of this writing)
882,600 followers on SoundCloud, he has received
much love and support of his emo/trap/hip hop
music. His first debut mixtape, “A Love Letter to
You,” was released in May 2017. Off the mixtape, his
song, “Love Scars,” received 71.1 million plays on
SoundCloud. Fast forward to today, Trippie Redd
released an album on November 9th, 2018. Following
his career beginning on SoundCloud, he was signed
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to Universal Music Group and Caroline Distribution.
21 Savage
Shayaa Bin Abraham-Joseph,
better known by his rap name 21
Savage, is a rapper, singer,
songwriter and a record producer
from Atlanta, Georgia. He created
his name in honor of his late
friend who was killed in a
shootout on Savage’s 21st birthday.
His debut mixtape, “The Slaughter
Tape,” was released on May 25,
2015 and from there his fans
started flooding in. As of this
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writing 21 Savage has 842,200
followers on SoundCloud. Following his SoundCloud career he signed to Epic Records
and Slaughter Gang. His latest album, “Without Warning,” was released back in October
31, 2017, so it has been a while since we have heard something new, but with his unique
hip hop/trap/gangsta rap music he definitely has fans yearning for the next banger.
Lil Yacthy
Miles Parks McCollum, better
known as Lil Yachty, is an
American rapper, singer, and
songwriter. He is one of the many
artists that old heads would
describe as a “mumble rapper”
(rappers who don’t rap clear
enough for the average person to
understand what they are trying
to say). Lil Yachty’s career started
off on SoundCloud. His first hits,
including “One Night” and
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“Minnesota,” which were on his
debut mixtape “Lil Boat” (March 2016), were just a start to his outstanding career. He
later signed to Quality Music Control, Capitol Records, and Motown Records. These labels
might sound familiar and that’d be because Migos has also signed with these records.
Throughout Yachty’s career, he has earned 746,600 followers on SoundCloud. To be a fan
of Lil Yachty, it seems like you need to be open to new sounds, since his music has been
classified as “bubble gum trap.” Besides that, he has become one of the main innovators
of the up and coming genre of mumble rap. Recently, Lil Yachty has put out “Nothin’ 2
Prove” which features Trippie Redd. Personally, this writer feels the song he did with
Trippie Redd, “66,” back on “Lil Boat 2” (March 9, 2018) went harder than “Forever World,”
but hey, that’s just my opinion. So, what’s next from Lil Yachty? There is nothing for
certain, but with his positive energy that he puts out, I am sure he will have plenty of
opportunities coming his way.
Yes, there are plenty more artists that made it big off of SoundCloud, like XXXTentacion,
Lil Peep, Lil Dicky, Lil Pump, Lil Uzi Vert, Ugly God, Chance the Rapper and so many
more, but the three I discussed here happen to be my favorites. SoundCloud seems to be
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the jump start of many successful careers. Though not everyone may agree with the
new wave of rappers, they sure are paving a way in the music industry.
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